
*Fruitways is a specialist producer, packer and marketer of fresh apples and pears. They supply their 

products to retailers and wholesalers around the globe.  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How did Boesmansrug come about? 

Boesmansrug is a 3rd generation pome fruit farm in the Vyeboom district 

of the Western Cape. Ken Kilpin’s grandfather first bought the farm in 1953 

and it is now being run by Ken. Apples and pears are mainly produced on 

this 55 ha farm, of which approximately 75% is exported.  

 

 

How did you get started with FruitLook? 

FruitLook was introduced to Ken by 

*Fruitways’ technical department. He has 

been exporting his produce through 

Fruitways since 2013. 

 

How do you use FruitLook and/or integrate it into your everyday actions and decision-

making process? 

“I use FruitLook as a weekly scorecard to do a post-irrigation evaluation.” 
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Can you describe any particular event where FruitLook was able to provide specific value or 

solve a particular problem for the farm? 

During a very rushed establishment of a new apple orchard in 2012, the installation of proper 

drainage was neglected. Hence, tree mortality was high and biomass production poor. Ken 

was able to identify the drainage problem by using FruitLook. “The problem was solved by 

ridging the orchard post-planting.” 

 

What would you say is the biggest benefit of FruitLook?  

“FruitLook provides an extra set of information to monitor 

and evaluate irrigation.” The weekly FruitLook data is 

correlated with data from probes as well as soil samples 

(using the auger method) to create a detailed picture of 

the soil moisture status.  

 

What would be the biggest improvement in FruitLook? 

Ken suggested having the option available to change the range of deviation (currently a pre-

set value of 15%) for the overall block averages per parameter, which are displayed by the 

colours red (<15%), yellow and green (>15%) on the main map. “It would be great to get a 

message or alert when our ET deficit deviates by more than 5% from the average. That would 

urge me to log onto FruitLook and study the data for possible reasons for this deviation.” 

 

Ken would also like to have the option to select specific weeks to view the overall averages 

on the main map; and “seeing the average values when hovering over the blocks on map view, 

would be a bonus.” 

 

What are the best channels to spread the word about FruitLook?  

“The technical divisions at institutions like Fruitways.”  

 

Which channels of communication do you prefer for FruitLook? 

“Email works well for me.”  

 

 



How can FruitLook be used in the context of regenerative or climate-smart agriculture? 

FruitLook helps to make more sustainable decisions on your farm. “When you pump less 

water, you use less electricity; and both these aspects help to conserve the environment.”  

 

“FruitLook gives a retrospective look at 

water consumption on your farm needed 

for regenerative agriculture.” 

 

What is your farming philosophy? 

Ken’s farming philosophy is “to produce 

high tonnages of quality fruit in a 

sustainable and ethical manner.” 


